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This paper presents a comprehensive comparative analysis of two influential artists of the early 20th
century, Paul Klee and Pablo Picasso. It explores their artistic philosophies, styles, mutual influences,
themes, and legacies. While both artists significantly shaped modern art, their approaches diverged,
reflecting contrasting sensibilities and artistic expressions. By examining their works in detail, this
study aims to highlight the unique contributions of each artist to the art world and their lasting
impact on subsequent generations.
The early 20th century marked a transformative period in the art world, characterized by the
emergence of innovative styles and philosophies that challenged traditional norms. Among the most
influential figures of this era were Paul Klee and Pablo Picasso, whose works not only shaped modern
art but also reflected contrasting artistic sensibilities. Klee’s whimsical approach to art often
emphasized emotional depth and imagination, while Picasso’s dramatic intensity engaged with
complex societal themes.
This paper presents a comparative analysis of Klee and Picasso, exploring their artistic philosophies,
styles, influences on each other, themes, and legacies. By delving into their individual contributions
to modern art, we can better understand how these two artists navigated the changing landscape of
their time and how their distinct perspectives continue to resonate in contemporary discussions
about art.

Keywords: comparative, modernist, artistic-philosophies, influences, 20th- century, art-movements

Corresponding Author How to Cite this Article To Browse

Shirishkumar Prabhudas Patel, Assistant Professor,

Institute of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture

Design and Planning, Ganpat University, North

Gujarat, India.

Email: 

Patel SP, Comparative Analysis of Two Influential

Artists Paul Klee and Pablo Picasso: Contrasting

Artistic Philosophies and Legacies. soc. sci. j. adv.

res.. 2025;5(1):76-78.

Available From

https://ssjar.singhpublication.com/index.php/ojs/arti

cle/view/221

Manuscript Received Review Round 1 Review Round 2 Review Round 3 Accepted
2024-12-17 2025-01-12 2025-01-28

Conflict of Interest Funding Ethical Approval Plagiarism X-checker Note
None Nil Yes 2.63

© 2025 by Patel SP and Published by Singh Publication. This is an Open Access article licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ unported [CC BY 4.0].

soc. sci. j. adv. res. 2025;5(1)76



1. Introduction
The literature on Klee and Picasso highlights their
distinct approaches to art while acknowledging their
mutual influence. Scholars have examined Klee’s
emphasis on whimsy and emotional depth alongside
Picasso’s dramatic engagement with societal themes
(Barron, 2010; Steinberg, 2005).

Klee’s work has often been described as a bridge
between child-like innocence and sophisticated
abstraction. His unique visual language invites
viewers into a world where imagination reigns
supreme (Gale, 2010). In contrast, Picasso’s oeuvre
is frequently analysed through the lens of social
commentary. His works reflect the tumultuous
political landscape of his time, particularly during
periods such as the Spanish Civil War (Smith,
2019). Previous studies also discuss how Klee
critiqued Picasso’s seriousness through irony
(Johnson, 2018) and how Picasso’s Cubism inspired
Klee’s fragmented style (Smith, 2019). This
literature provides a foundation for understanding
the complexities of their relationship as
contemporaries who both influenced and challenged
each other.

This comparative analysis employs a qualitative
approach that utilizes visual analysis of selected
artworks from both artists. Key pieces such as
Klee’s “Twittering Machine” (1922) and Picasso’s
“Les Demoiselles d’Avignon” (1907) are examined in
detail to illustrate their respective styles and
philosophies.

The analysis includes an exploration of various
sources including exhibition catalogues, scholarly
articles, and critical essays that provide context for
understanding their influences on each other. By
synthesizing this information with visual analysis,
the study aims to present a well-rounded
perspective on the artistic contributions of Klee and
Picasso.

The analysis reveals that Paul Klee’s work is
characterized by whimsical lines, geometric
shapes, and vibrant colors that evoke child-like
wonder. His paintings often incorporate elements
of humour and playfulness while simultaneously
addressing deeper emotional themes. For instance,
in “Twittering Machine,” Klee uses simple forms to
create a complex interplay between sound and
silence, reflecting his fascination with music as an
integral part of visual art.

In contrast, Pablo Picasso’s style is marked by
dramatic forms and complex themes that
engage with societal issues such as identity, love,
war, and the human condition. His ground-
breaking work “Les Demoiselles d’Avignon”
exemplifies his radical approach to form; it
challenges traditional notions of representation by
presenting fragmented figures that convey multiple
perspectives within a single composition. The
findings indicate that while Klee admired Picasso’s
innovation—often referencing him in his own works
—he critiqued it through a playful lens. For example,
Klee’s piece “Homage to Picasso” reflects both
respect for Picasso’s contributions to modern art
while simultaneously poking fun at the seriousness
often associated with his work. Conversely, Picasso’s
Cubism significantly influenced Klee’s artistic
development; while Klee adopted elements of
fragmentation characteristic of Cubism, he infused
these techniques with his unique sensibility focused
on personal expression rather than social
commentary.

Klee’s artistic philosophy emphasizes poetic
expression and emotional depth. He believed that
art should be an extension of one’s inner life rather
than a mere representation of reality. This
philosophy is evident in his focus on themes related
to nature and childhood experiences—elements that
invite viewers into imaginative realms filled with
wonder.

For instance, in works like “Senecio” (1922), Klee
employs simplified forms and bright colors to create
a whimsical portrait that evokes a sense of
playfulness while simultaneously addressing deeper
existential questions about identity. His use of color
theory further enhances this emotional resonance;
Klee was deeply interested in how colors could
evoke feelings and moods.

2. Conclusion
In stark contrast stands Pablo Picasso’s exploration
of love, war, identity, and societal struggles through
dramatic imagery. His works often serve as poignant
commentaries on the human condition during times
of upheaval. For example, “Guernica” (1937),
created in response to the bombing of Guernica
during the Spanish Civil War, stands as one of his
most powerful statements against violence and
suffering.
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The discussion highlights how both artists reflect the
complexities of human experience in different ways
—Klee through whimsy and personal expression
while Picasso engages viewers through social
commentary and intensity. Their differing
approaches emphasize the rich diversity within
modern art; they demonstrate how two
contemporaries could diverge significantly despite
shared influences.

While Paul Klee and Pablo Picasso share a historical
context and mutual influence within the realm of
modern art, their artistic expressions diverge
significantly. Klee’s whimsical approach contrasts
sharply with Picasso’s dramatic intensity—
showcasing not only their individual talents but also
highlighting broader trends within early 20th-
century art movements.

Their works continue to inspire discussions on
creativity, interpretation, and the role of the artist in
society—demonstrating how two contemporaries
could diverge significantly despite shared influences.
Through their unique lenses—Klee’s focus on
imagination versus Picasso’s engagement with
reality—both artists have contributed profoundly to
our understanding of art’s potential to reflect human
experience.
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